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Members, form links on the New England Division website, mak-
Get ready for a great few days this June! We’re ing it easy to plan your trip and sign up. As has been
excited to announce that the New England Division done over the last few years, the division will also be

Conference will be in Springfield,
Massachusetts from June 11th
through June 14th. This year is a lit-
tle different—in a good way. It's our
first time not having a Quad State
Convention, which means we get to
focus on a true Division Conference.
It's a great chance for all of us to
come together, spend more time with
each other, and build stronger con- |
nections across the division.

This conference isn’t just
about meetings—it's about catching
up with friends, meeting newpeople,
and enjoying time together. There
will be plenty of chances to share L
ideas, learn from each other, and have some laughs
along the way.

We’ve also got some great activities lined up.
You can hit the golf course, check out the NBA Basket-
ball Hall of Fame, take a tour of the Springfield Armory
National Historic site, or spend some time at MGM
Springdfield. Whether you’re looking to explore or just
relax, there’s something for everyone and members are

holding raffles to help members cover
the cost of attending the conference.
These may include assistance with
transportation, hotel rooms, or banquet
tickets.

Make your plans, reserve your
room, and join us in Springfield for a
great time together. In
celebration of America
250, this will be the Con-
ference logo. Shirts will /
be available. |

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League

encouraged to bring their significant others and families
to enjoy it all. It will be at the Springfield Monarch Sher-
aton, and room rates are available through May11th—
so be sure to get your room reserved soon. Booking
links will be available on the New

England Division website.
You'll also find the agenda and registration










FROM THE EDITOR

A STORY WORTH TELLING

Recently, a letter was sent out from our Commandant, National Marine Corps League , con-
cerning uniforms and what is going on in the world today. The purpose was
the safety of our members and it was well intentioned and in the best inter-
est of all concerned. Since then the pushback has been so strong that the
letter was rescinded. This letter was sent out with the noblest of intentions,
and it was my hope that it would never become mandatory. Back in the early
seventies this issue came up then when we were asked not to travel in
uniform as it could be unsafe. | as a know it all eighteen year old Marine
who knew he was invincible obeyed as | still was a yes sir, yes mam, PFC,
but it bothered me. Now to be asked ~ to take that position again is really dis-

) @ those around me at the time know

heartening. No one besides me and
how hard | worked to earn that uni- form, and how proud | was to wear it.
There has never been one day, not one hour, not one minute, that | was

ashamed of that uniform, at times | felt unworthy to wear it but never ashamed. | would never con-
sider giving it up for any price, not even personal safety. This is not being disrespectful but honest to
how | feel. Today, having realized that | am not immortal and | have physical limitations I still feel
that it would not be in your best interest to get in my face about my uniform and my love for that uni-
form, being a Marine, and love of Country. You may be able to knock me down but | will always get
back up. If my wearing my uniform bothers anyone, then its their problem and not mine, and | don’t
fix problems anymore. Back during that time period we were spit on chanted against, called baby
killers, and more. The words were different but the attitude is the same as today where people target
you angrily for serving your country and protecting them.

They call those who fought in WWII the greatest generation, and | would never take that away
from them because they earned it. But those of us from the Vietnam Era, | believe are The Toughest
Generation. We were spit on, cursed, denied, ignored, but we kept marching forward. Through inju-
ries seen and unseen. Though Cancer, drug addiction and phycological issues we kept moving for-
ward even though we were targeted with hate. Now when people say thank you for your service, you
kind of mumble the reply and | know I'm not the only one who has done that | have seen it. So yes
we are the Toughest Generation. | read a few of the comments under the posted letter on Face-
Book, “I want to put up a bigger Marine Corps Flag” and more, this has been stated by many over
the years, that if you go to a neighborhood where Marines live you would think you were on a base

As Marines we are openly proud of who we are. We decorate our cars, our homes, and even
our bodies, how many Marines do you know who don’t have a
Tattoo? No one can ever take that away from us. So uniform
or not we will not submit to those who feel threatened by what
we represent.

Be safe but Be A Marine.
Semper Fidelis
Walt Benson
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ARLINGTON
HISTORY AND HONOR

Nestled between the monuments, museums, and historical markers of our History, lies a plot of 639
acres, where over 400,000 of our brothers and sisters lie in eternal rest. Where silence replaces the crack of
rifle salutes and the music of Taps once filled the air. Now in the silence one can hear the words of Taps.
There are no official words of Taps but there are many proposed verses, and these seem to hold meaning.
“Sun has set, shadows come, Time has fled, Scouts must go to their beds, Always true to the promise that
they made. While the light fades from sight, And the stars gleaming rays softly send, To thy hands we our
souls, Lord, commend”. This sacred ground holds our History, but more importantly it holds Honor. We honor
all that rest here. There are no ranks, no titles, there common bond was that they served their country and
for that we honor them. So on this day the Day after our Mid-winter conference, these Marines were honored

to lay a wreath at the tomb of the Unknown. The first was postponed as it was to be presented in early Feb-
ruary for the four chaplains

=)

[FRM 4no mco>mr 07300 N2

+

David Porter SR. Photographer, MCL Public Relations Dept., David Porter Jr. National JR. Vice Commandant, Howard Schaeffer,

National Chaplain, President Marine Corps League Association, Liaison Four Chaplains, Michael Hinds Assistant New England Vice
Commandant, Commandant Dept of Massachusetts.
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David Porter SR. Photographer, MCL Public Relations, Howard Schaeffer, National Chaplain, Presi-
dent Marine Corps League Association, Liaison Four Chaplains, Michael Hinds Assistant New Eng-

) . ] . Tomb of The Unknown Guard
land Vice Commandant, Commandant Dept of Massachusetts. David Porter Jr. National JR. Vice

Commandant, Nick, Liz Anderson, Jean Porter, lliana Hinds
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ARLINGTON
HISTORY AND HONOR

The second wreath was laid by the Department of Rhode Island in the afternoon. Most people who

have never served have never experienced the feelings we process as we take part in these ceremonies.
What we feel as we read the markers walking by. This patch of land made sacred by those who rest here
personify History and Honor. Instill respect and gratitude in all that walk upon it. The Flags though silent flut-
ter in the breeze. The crack of the riffle volleys as another is laid to rest. The bugle as it whales its somber
tune as it bids us fare thee well, that all is done. The tomb of the Unknown as the sentries walk their post
smartly on duty in blistering heat, rain or freezing snow signifying we will never forget what you have done
and the sacrifice you've made.
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Wayne Salisbury Chief of Staff, Department of Rhode Island, Nick, Howard Schaeffer, National Chaplain,
President Marine Corps League Association, Liaison Four Chaplains, Pat Maguire New England Vice Com-
mandant.
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The Kennedy Gravesite with the eternal Flame. Gen Al Gray Medal of Honor
John Basilone




PENTAGON CITY
MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

For those that attended this conference, may this serve as some great memories, for those who
missed it you missed a really great time, but | hope this trip through the memories helps bring you closer to
what you missed out on. There is always a lot of information but what you cannot get from the minutes or
the pictures, is the camaraderie. In the years that | have been going | have made so many friends across the
country. | look forward to seeing those people all year long. Some | talk to during the year and others | only
see then but it doesn’t matter because each year | make more. So enjoy this sampling and hopefully | can
convince you to join us at a future event. Not every event is across the country some are drivable and just

like with family, if you aren’t there we talk about you. Not all of you just the ones we want to make fun of, or
not.
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op: Presentation of The Colors

Above: Jon Hitesman, National Parliamentarian, Bruce Rakfeldt, Judge Advocate, TJ Morgan, National

Commandant, Rob Brooks, National Director of Events, Russ Miller National SR. Vice Commandant,
David Porter, National JR Vice Commandant, Warren Griffin PNC.
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PENTAGON CITY
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The Attendees TJ Morgan National Commandant, Pat PCDD, PDD Don Garland,
Maguire New England Vice Commandant ~ PCDD PDD Tom Hazlett
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Col Bill Davis Young Marines, PDD Don Kozerow National Chaplain Howard Schaeffer,
JR Vice Commandant David SgtMaj, Servant Leader Bo Durham Jr.
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PCDD, PDD Don Garland, Sargeant At Arms Lisa Solarczyk &
PCDD PDD Tom Hazlett LT. General Charles Chiarotti USMC Ret.




PENTAGON CITY
MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

Audio Visual Committee The TUN Table

Sargeant At Arms Lisa Solarczyk & The Young Marines Table
Tracy Colucci, Detachment Commandant NJ

Lucky Dog and The Devil Dog Raffle Table
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