
  

 

• National Chaplain Howard Schaeffer 

Congratulations to our 2026 New England Division 
award recipients: 
● Marine of the Year: Dave Porter 
● Associate Member of the Year: Pa    
   tricia Anthony  
● GySgt Knapp Award: Bob Mayers 
Congratulations to each of you on 
these well-deserved honors. 
 
 We were also honored to 
have representatives from the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation join us. Quilts of 
Valor is a nonprofit organization that 
presents handmade quilts to service 
members and veterans. Each quilt 
serves as a tangible expression of 
gratitude, recognizing their sacrifices 
and providing comfort and support. 
Congratulations to this year's Quilt of 
Valor recipients: 
● Bob Mayers – Vermont 
● Peter King – Massachusetts 
● Wayne Salisbury Sr. – Rhode Is     

                             land 
    ● Wayne Caron – Maine 
    ● Bill Lee – Connecticut 
 
 Looking ahead, the 2027 New England Divi-
sion Conference will be hosted by the Department of 
Rhode Island. Additional information and registration 
details will be shared as planning is finalized. 
 Thank you for your continued 
dedication to the Marine Corps League 
and to the veterans, Marines, and 
communities we proudly serve. 
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Marines and Members, 
 I hope your summer is going well and that 
you've had the opportunity to spend some quality 
time with family and friends. I would 
like to take this opportunity to say 
that the first New England Division 
Conference, held in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, was a success. 
Thank you to the Department of 
Massachusetts for hosting this 
year's conference. There was some 
uncertainty about how the new for-
mat would be received, but based 
on the survey results from those 
who attended, the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. Members 
also shared a few suggestions for 
improvements and additions, and 
we will be working to incorporate 
those ideas into future confer-
ences. Overall, I believe the confer-
ence was a great success. A sin-
cere THANK YOU goes out to eve-
ryone who helped plan the confer-
ence, as well as those who volun-
teered throughout the weekend. Your hard work and 
dedication made this event possible. 
 
 The presenters provided valuable information 
that each of us can take back to our Detachments. I 
would like to recognize them once again and thank 
them for taking the time to support the New England 
Division Conference: 
● National Senior Vice Commandant Russ Miller 

● National Junior Vice Commandant Dave Porter 

● National Executive Director/COO Bob Borka 

● 62nd Chief Devil Dog PDD Joe D'Angelo 

● Marine For Life Representative Dave Ossian 

● H.A.M.S.A.L. Representative Brian Gillespie 

Patrick Maguire  

National Vice Commandant  

New England Division 

Marine Corps League 
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From the editor 

 This issue marks the completion of five years of this Newsletter. This newsletter was some-

thing Jim Laskey always wanted, and when David Porter was National Vice Commandant he tried to 

make this happen. He asked for someone to create this Newsletter, 

and I volunteered to help someone create it but then reluctantly agreed to 

do it myself. I said reluctantly because this is one of those jobs where you 

have it until you quit or die. A newslet- ter is a tool which allow you to tell 

everyone what you are accomplishing in your organization, in this case our 

Division. You get to tell the world or your part of it, “Hey, we are New Eng-

land and this is what we are doing. It tells of what event you are creating 

and giving others the chance to join you in the fun or challenge. But it also 

is a living document of your History, where you have been and where you 

hope to go. 

 As an editor you have good days and bad days. It feels good 

when sharing memories and laughs of those who have passed on. Making a 

bad situation a little easier as you focus on those happier times. Or when you get the opportunity to 

praise and share with others the success they have achieved in the Division spotlight section. Share 

what members have done as Marines in the published works featured here. Within these pages we 

share History of our accomplishments, our happiness, our motivation and our goals we show to oth-

ers. But there are also the bad days when no one sends you material and you have to go and 

search Facebook for the information, if it is worth your time to post on FaceBook, isn’t it worth shar-

ing it with the people that are interested in what you are doing. 

 So for this, our fifth Birthday, I want to try to give us 

all a gift. That gift would be our history of these past five 

years, how we grew, how we changed, those we lost, 

those who achieved great things, those who joined us in 

our quest, and the man whose name we publish under. 

 Jim Laskey was a Marine Corps League member 

for fifty three years. He was the National Commandant 

from 2008 – 2010. He was a mentor, leader, and guide 

who served the Marine Corps League and Young Marines 

with passionate volunteerism. His servant leadership, kind 

heart, and devotion to family and our Corps is dearly 

missed. I never really met him but I did here him speak at 

one of my conventions, and I was impressed, as we don’t 

have speech writers, we speak from the heart, and his 

words and passion reflected the care he had for the 

League and all of us in it. I hope these five years have re-

flected what he wanted.  

Semper Fidelis    

Walt Benson 

A story worth telling 


















